Mining Industry of Canada
THE Department of Mines of the Dominion of Canada has issued as mmal its report for the Fiscal Year ending March 31, 1936 (Ottawa: King's Printer, 1936 . This is a valuable paper and deserves careful study, especially the opening pages signed by Charles Camsell, Deputy Minister of Mines, which give a brief review of the whole mining industry of Canada ; of course, the record of the gold industry is exceptionally important owing to the increased price of gold, but the base metals, copper, lead and zinc, also improved and played an important part in the increased value of the exports of base metals. This opening chapter is followed by fuller accounts of tho various divisions included under mines, such as mineral resources, ore dressing and metallurgical, fuels and fuel testing, etc.
Centenary of Van der Waals
IN commemoration of the birth of J.D. v. d. Waals on N overnber 23, 1837, an international conference on interaction between molecules will be organized by the "van der Waals Fonds" and the "Nederlandsche Natuurktmdige Vereeniging". Tbe ordinary sessions will be held in the van der Waals Laboratorium at Amsterdam on November 25 and 26, and an official celebration will take place on November 27. The object of the conference is to give a survey of some of the recent work connected with the idea of van der Waals forces.
The programme will be published later. Sufficient time will be left for general discussion. A special number of Phys-ica will appear during the conference ; it is hoped to be able to publish in this issue a number of papers on a variety of questions having some relation to the work of van der Waals.
Physicists willing to contribute to it should send in their manuscripts before October 15, and though it will be impossible to read all these papers • during the conference, it is hoped that they will play an important part in the discussions.
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